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1. Relevance of the research topic

Ainura Suinova's topic is of considerable importance and originality - comparative studies
of this kind between the British and Russian empires are rare, but they are the only means
whereby a their similarities and differences (all too often assumed) can be established. |
would not have agreed to be her external supervisor in the first place had I not been
convinced of this. The completed thesis entirely fulfils this initial promise, bringing together
two parallel historiographies (English and Russian language) that are rarely in dialogue with
one another, and offering a highly original institutional and personal history of intelligence
and information-gathering in Central Asia that avoids being subsumed within the historical

cliché of the ‘Great Game’.
2. Assessment of the theoretical and methodological framework

Amongst the other works I originally recommended to Ainura Suinova at the beginning of
her thesis work were Christopher Bayly's Empire and Information, Bernard Cohn's
Colonialism and its forms of Knowledge, lan Campbell's Knowledge and the Ends of Empire,
and Jurgen Osterhammel's The Transformation of the World. She worked hard in the
Bodleian Library while she was on her internship in Oxford, and the thesis bibliography
shows extensive use of these and other works of Anglophone historiography, something
amply borne out in the text itself. Ainura’s engagement with the ongoing debate over the
existence of ‘Colonial Knowledge' is particularly fruitful, and she shows a sophisticated
understanding of Cohn'’s arguments on this point, even if in the end she comes down more in
Bayly’s camp in emphasising the importance of accurate information rather than colonial
knowledge formation. Beyond this she demonstrates an encyclopaedic knowledge of
relevant historiography on 19th-century Central Asia in English, Kazakh and Russian. |
particularly appreciated the way in which she avoids becoming entrapped in nationalist
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narratives about this largely pre-national period. She uses the political geography of the
time rather than modern definitions of 'Kazakhstan’, and while she gives a rightly prominent
place to the role of Kazakh Intelligence agents and intermediaries she recognises what they
had in common with other groups of informants working for both imperial powers. Apart
from the steppe, the states of Bukhara, Khiva and Khogand were the most common objects
of investigation and travel, and these had varying relationships with Kazakh groups which
are well-expressed here. The thesis draws on both the ‘New Diplomatic’ History in its
emphasis on personalities and particular individuals making foreign policy and strategic

decisions, as well as the ‘New Imperial History’ in questioning the rigid divide between
coloniser and colonised. The results are excellent.

3. Assessment of the source base

Ainura did extensive work in the Indian Office Library in London during her internship in
Oxford, and I can see that this has been matched by extensive research in Russian and in
Kazakh archives. The thesis has an extensive source base in multiple languages, and just as
importantly the level of analysis of this material is extremely sophisticated. We learn in
detail about particular episodes such as the disappearance of Lieutenant Wyburd, but this
granular attention to detail is not allowed to obscure the wider argument. She has also read
widely in published sources (principally travelogues and memoir literature), and published
collections of documents. The range of sources and the extent of archival work are fully
commensurate with doctoral study.

4. Assessment of the main results and scientific contribution

Ainura Suinova's thesis makes a significantly original contribution to the history of British
and Russian expansion and exploration in Central Asia. We learn a great deal about the East
India Company’s intelligence structures, and on the Russian side about the role of the
Orenburg Frontier Commission. The comparative approach allows some particular insights
- such as the varying role played by local or ‘native’ intermediaries in each case. Though
there were some prominent figures of this kind on the Anglo-Indian side, such as the
Kashmiri Mohan Lal, the employment of Kazakhs as scouts and Tatars as translators on the
Russian side was considerably more systematic. Above all, despite her topic potentially
lending itself to that interpretation, she firmly rejects and indeed subverts the ‘great game'

narrative. Suinova’s work instead emphasises the important of Central Asian agency.

5. Recommendations
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d Briti , personnel which consider
Russian and British exploratory and diplomatic missions alongside each other would work

better than splitting the British and Russian examples between two different chapters. This

impedes the analysis somewhat and makes direct comparison more difficult. However all
this can wait until after the thesis defence.

6. Conclusion
| am willing to attest that the dissertation by Ainura Suinova represents a substantial and

original contribution to the comparative history of Russian and British imperialism in

Central Asia, and that it meets the scholarly standards required for the award of the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy. I recommend the dissertation for defence.

Yours faithfully,
F o 5 -~ / ‘Wm

Alexander Morrison

Fellow & Tutor in History

WWQO% Email: alexander. morrison@new.ox ac.uk
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Tema Jmcceprammn: «JlurtoMarnueckue pa3BeAbIBaATC/IbHBIC MHCCHH Poccuiickon H

bprranckon nmnepnii B LienTpanshoii Asun B nocneneit yerpepru XVIII - 60-¢ roans XIX Bexa:
ONBIT CPABHUTEIIBHOIO HCCIICIOBAHUSY.

Jlnst conckannst crenenu gokropa Qunocodun (PhD) mo ucropun (8D02206).

Opranusaums: Kasaxckuit nannonansueii yansepcuter umenu ans-®apabu, r. AsMarel,
Pecrybnmka Kasaxcran

1. AKTYaJIbBHOCTB T€MBI HCCJICIOBAHMS

Tema uccrnenosanns Alinypel CyHHOBOH WMeET 3HAYMTENBHYIO HAYyYHYIO BaXHOCTH M
OTJIHYAETCSH OPHTHHAIBHOCTBIO. CpaBHUTEIBHBIC HCCIECAOBAHHUS MOAOOHOIO poaa, MOCBAIICHHBIC
Bpuranckoil U PoccHiickol uMIIepHsaM, BCTPEYarOTCS PEIKO, OJHAKO WMEHHO OHHM MO3BOJISIOT
YCTAHOBHTh HMX CXOJICTBA M DPa3IHYMs, HAIMYNEC KOTOPHIX CIIMIIKOM YacTO NMPHHUMACTCH Kak
MAHHOCTH. S OBl H3HAYAIBLHO HE COTJIACHJICS CTaTh €€ 3apyOe)XHBIM HAyYHBIM PYKOBOIHTEIIEM,
ecyi Obl HEe OBLT YOEIKIEH B ITOM.

3aBeplIEHHAs JHCCEpTalus B IMOJIHOM Mepe OINpaBIbIBAacT NMEPBOHAYAIBHBIC OXHIAAHHS,
00BbeaMHSS JBE MApAUICNbHO CYMIECTBYIOIIME HCTOPUOTPA(PUYECKHE  TPATHIHH —
AHTTION3BIYHYIO H PYCCKOSI3BIYHYIO, KOTOPHIE PEKO BCTYTAIOT B THANIOT APYT ¢ ApyroM. B pabore
MpejCTaBlieHa BECbMa OpWTHHAlIbHAasd MHCTHUTYLHOHANbHAas M IEpCOHANbHAs ~HCTOPHS

pa3Be/IbIBATE IbHOM IeSTETbHOCTH M cOopa nHpopmanuu B LieHTparbHO A3HH, HE CBOAAIIAACS K
HCTOPHYECKOMY KITHIIE « bONBIION HIphD».

2. OueHKa TEOPETHKO-METOI0JIOrHYECKOMH OCHOBBI HCCIIEI0BAHMS

Cpemn paboT, KOTOPEIE 5 TIEPBOHAYATIBHO PEKOMEH/IOBANT AIHYpe Cy#HOBOH B Hauase e&
IMCCepTallMORHOro wccneopanus, Obum «Mmnepus u nHpopmanus» Kpucrodpepa beitnm,
«Konornammsm u ero dopmer 3Hanus» bepHapaa Kona, «3HaHHE W NMPEACTBI HMICPHH) Wsna
Komnbenna u «IIpeobpaxenne mupa» IOprena Octepxammens.

Bo Bpemsi cBoedl HAay4HOH CTaXHDOBKH B Oxchopne oHa axkTHBHO paborana B
Bommmanckoii OmOmoreke. buOnmorpadus auccepTanuu  CBHACTENBCTBYET O IIHPOKOM
HCITOJIb30BAHMM YKA3aHHBIX M APYTHX TPYIOB AHIIIOSI3BIYHOM HcTOpHOrpaduu, 9TO B IMOJTHON Mepe
MOATBEP>KAAETCS COACPIKAHAEM CaMOro HCCICIOBaHHA.

Oco6eHHO TUIONOTBOPHBIM TpeicTaBiseTcs oOpameHne AHHYPBI K IPONOJDKAIOIMIEHCS
Hay4qHOMN JMCKYCCHH O CyLIECTBOBAHMH «KOJIOHHATLHOTO SHAHMSD. Omna gemMoHcTpUpyeT nrybokoe
MOHMMaHWe apryMeHToB bepHapia Kona 1o JJaHHOMY BOIIPOCY, XOTS B KOHEYHOM CHUETE €&
MO3UIMs B OONbIIEH CTENEHH COOTBETCTBYCT IOAXOMY Kpucrodepa beimm, mockonbky oHa
MmoguépKuBaeT 3HA4YCHUE JIOCTOBEpHOM WH(OpPMAIHH, a HE IPOLECCOB GbopmMupoOBaHHS

KOJIOHMAJIBHOTO 3HAHHUS.
[ToMMMO 3TOrO, OHA AEMOHCTPHPYET SHUMKIONEINYECKOC 3HAHHE COOTBETCTBYIOLICH

ncropuorpaduu LleHTpansHOH A3HH XX Beka Ha aHTJIMHCKOM, Ka3aXCKOM U PYCCKOM SI3bIKaX.

¢ 0ocobeHHO BHICOKO OLIEHHBAIO TO, KAKHM obpa3oM eili ynaéres n30exars orpaHHYeHUI
HAMMOHATMCTHYECKMX HMCTOPHYECKHX HAppaTHBOB MPHMCHHTEIBHO K IAHHOMY TICDHONY, B
3 HAYMTENEHOM CTENEHH IPe/mecTBOBaBIIEMY GOPMHPOBAHNIO COBPEMCHHBIX HaIui,
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Oua nenonsayer NOMHTHYeC
onpeneneHns  «Kasaxcranay.

PAXCHO B IHCCEpTaIiy,
«HOBOM  jtHMIOMaTHYCCKOI HCTOPHUMY,

KOHKPCTHBIM JINTIAaM, ITPUHUMABIIIUM

Jucceprauus OIMHpaeTes kak g
yrejsnomeii  ocoboe  BHMMamme THYHOCTSIM |

BHCUTHCIIOJIHTHYCCKHE WM CTpﬂTCI‘H‘lCCKHC PCHICHUS,

AICTOPIID, CTOBAMICH TOR commenme xcrkoe PITPARMYCHIE MeXITy KoMOH3aTOpamMu 1
KOJIOHH3HPOBAHHBIMH,

3. OnleHKa HCTOYHHKOBO Gz HCCIIelI0BaHK
Bo Bpemst ctaxkuposky B Oke
B bubnmorexe Ynpasnennus n

4. OueHka OCHOBHBIX PE3y/IBTATOB H HAay9YHOI'O BKJ1aja

Jnccepranms AiHyper CyHHOBOH BHOCHT SHAYUTEIbHBIH OPUTHHAIBHBIN BKJIAT B

H3y9CHHE UCTOPUH OPHTAHCKON M POCCHICKON SKCIIAHCHY T HCCIICI0BATEIBCKOM IEATETLHOCTH B
[lerTpanbHOM A3NH.

HccneroBanne mMo3BoONISET CyIIECTBEHHO PaCIIMPUTh HAIK 3HAHUS O Pa3BEIBIBATEIbHBIX
CTpyKTypax OcT-MIHIACKOH KOMNaHHH, a MPHMEHHTETBHO K POCCHHCKOM CTOpPOHE — 0 posw

Openbyprekoit norpanuuHoO KOMHUCCHH,
CpaBHHUTENLHBI TTOIXO/ MO3BOJISAET BHIABUTH PSI BAYKHBIX 0COOEHHOCTEH, B YaCTHOCTH
PasMiHs B POJIM MECTHBIX, HIIH (Ty3EMHBIX), MOCPE/IHMKOB B KAXIIOM M3 PACCMATPHBACMBIX
CITy4aes.
XOoT Ha aHIIO-HHAWKMCKONH CTOPOHE CYNIECTBOBATH OT/C/BHEIE BBIJAIOIIHECS
MPEACTaBHTENIN 3TOH KATCropHM, TakWe Kak xammupen Moxan Jlan, npuenedenne kazaxos B
Ka9¢CTBE pPa3sBEAYHKOB M Tarap B KayeCTBE IIEPEBOAYMKOB POCCHHCKOH CTOPOHON HOCHIIO |
3HAYUTEIBHO 00JI1€€ CHCTEMATUICCKUM XapaKTep. :
[Ipexne Bcero, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO CamMa TeMa HCCIIETOBAHMS MTOTEHIHANBHO JOMYCKAET
NOKOOHYI0 WHTEpIpeTalHIO, aBTOP PEIIHTENBHO OTBEPraeT M (aKTHYECKH MEepeoCMBICIMBACT
HappatuB «bomsmioif urpsn.
Bmecro atoro paGora CyliHOBOH MOTYEPKHBAET BAXHOCTH CAMOCTOSTENBHON pOIH
HCHTPAJIbHOA3HATCKHUX aKTOPOB B HCTOPHYECKUX Tpolieccax.

5. Pexomennamun




npennoﬁa:gzﬁgglonggﬁgcpmunro H PCKOMCHAYI0 €€ K 3aluTe B NPEACTABICHHOM BHJIC. S rakxe
AIomee H3nauue B BHJAC MOHOrpaduu, nepeji KOTopbIM PEKOMEHJIYIO
“CPCCNiQTpen CTPYKTYpPY paboTsr.

bonee  ynawnsm pemienieM Obuo OBl TMOCTPOCHHE WCC/ICIOBAaHUA B BHJC psa
TCMATHYCCKHX  I71aB, TMOCBAMEHHBIX HHCTUTYLMOHAJIBHBIM ~ CTPYKTYpaM, OpraHusaiuu  H
[ICPCOHATEHOMY  COCTaBY, B KOTOPHKIX poccuiickue W OpHUTAHCKHE HCCICHOBATC/IBCKHE H
AHTTIOMATHYICCKHE MHCCHH PAacCMaTpPHBAIHCEH GBI NApAIEIbHO, BMECTO pasjic/icHHst GpUTaHCKHX
H POCCHHCKHX TPHMEPOB 110 JBYM CaMOCTOSITC/IBHBIM Iy1aBaM., CylecTBYIONICE pasAC/ICHUE B
OnpenenCHHON CTeneHu 3aTPYIHACT AHAJINW3 M JICJIACT HEINMOCPE/JICTBEHHOC CPaBHCHHEC bosnee
CIIOXHBIM. OJTHAKO BCE 3TH U3MCHEHNS MOTYT OBITH OCYIIECTBJICHBI ITOCJIE 3alIHThI JIHCCCPTAIIHH.

0. 3akmouenne

51 rotoB moxrtBepmuTh, uTO aMccepramus Alnypsl CyiiHOBOM mpencrapiser co0oi
CYIIECTBEHHBIH H OPUTHHAIBHBIN BKJIAJ B CPABHUTENILHYIO HCTOPHIO POCCHICKOTO H OPHTAHCKOIO
HMIiepramiMa B LleHTpanbHON A3WH B COOTBETCTBYET HAyYHBIM CTaH1apTaM, HEOOXOIMMBIM L5
MPHCYXACHHS cTerneHu nqoKkTopa ¢punocoduu (PhD).

PexomMenIy10 quccepramnmio K 3amuTe.

C yBaxKeHHEM,

/moamAchE uMeeTcst/
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