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Review

By scientific supervisor Professor Xinpeng Xu
on the doctoral dissertation of PhD student KYDYRBEK FARANGIS’s
PhD Dissertation titled “The Global Belt and Road Initiative as one of the factors for solving regional problems
in Central Asia”

1.General characteristics of the work:

The dissertation by Kydyrbek Farangis examines the implementation and multi-dimensional impact of
China’s “Belt and Road” Initiative (BRI) within Central Asia, focusing on the political, economic, and
infrastructural mechanisms through which the initiative helps mitigate the region's structural bottlenecks
to transform it into a central Eurasian transit and logistics hub. The topic is exceptionally relevant amid
ongoing geo-economic shifts, offering vital scientific and practical insights for Central Asian states
seeking to align domestic programs such as Kazakhstan’s “Nurly Zhol” with regional connectivity
frameworks to maximize capital mobilization, manage debt risks, and drive industrial modernization. The
work thoroughly investigates core regional challenges, including geographical isolation, capital shortages,
and the digital divide, against the opportunities presented by China’s “Digital Silk Road” and “Green Silk
Road” initiatives. Geographically centered on the five Central Asian republics in relation to the PRC, the
study’s chronological scope spans from post-Soviet independence in 1991, through the formal launch of
the BRI in 2013, up to major recent institutional milestones like the summits in Xi'an (2023), Astana
(2024), and Tianjin (2025), while extending a predictive empirical horizon up to 2033.

2. Author’s personal contribution and independence:

The doctoral candidate demonstrated a high level of independence, showing initiative in selecting the
topic, collecting a vast array of multi-language secondary data, and independently synthesizing complex
primary sources. Kydyrbek Farangis exhibited a commendable ability to critically navigate divergent
Western, Chinese, and regional Central Asian academic literatures to build a balanced, objective analytical
framework. Her personal contribution is particularly evident in the construction of a unique, multi-factor
indicator system used to measure the qualitative integration of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Rather
than relying on ready-made analytical templates, the candidate independently gathered, categorized, and
mathematically mapped decades of infrastructure project portfolios, digital skill training programs, and
trade flows across the five Central Asian republics. This extensive data collection and methodological
tailoring underscore the candidate's capacity to conduct rigorous, self-directed scientific research at an

international doctoral level.

3, Structure, logic, and quality of the research:
The dissertation follows a conventional structure and includes an introduction, main chapters, conclusion,

and references. The material is presented logically and coherently. The content reflects a consistent link
between theory and practice, and the conclusions are well-founded.

4. Methodological basis of the research:

The study employs modern research methods such as document analysis, comparative analysis, statistical
methods, etc. The selected methodology is appropriate for the stated goals and objectives. The candidate
has skillfully designed a “two-wheeled” analytical framework that successfully merges qualitative
international relations paradigms with a rigorous quantitativé approach. This balanced methodological
synthesis allows the research to move past abstract geopolitical assumptions and ingge\?ldgé{i\zex\;ﬁcgnmjcte.
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data-driven insights into the actual structural transformations taking place across the five Central Asian
republics.

5. Analytical depth and source base:

The doctoral candidate uses a wide range of sources, including monographs, scholarly articles, legal acts,
and statistical data. The analytical section demonstrates the author’s ability to conduct critical assessment,
compare viewpoints, and formulate original conclusions. The dissertation features impressive analytical
depth, underpinned by a diverse, multi-lingual source base that spans authoritative Chinese policy
documents, Western international relations literature, and localized Central Asian strategic frameworks.
Kydyrbek Farangis does not merely compile these materials; she subjects them to rigorous cross-
examination, actively contrasting competing geopolitical paradigms against actual infrastructure and trade
data. This critical approach allows the author to look past polarized academic debates and successfully
isolate the tangible mechanisms driving the “Digital Silk Road” and “Green Silk Road” initiatives.

6. Scientific novelty and practical significance:

The work contains elements of scientific novelty expressed in unique findings, new approaches, and
original proposals. The practical significance lies in the possibility of applying the results in educational
activities, expert work, development of recommendations, etc. The scientific novelty is driven by the
development of a unique “two-wheeled” multi-factor indicator framework that quantifies how targeted
programs actively transform Central Asia’s infrastructure networks. The study’s strategic projections
extending to the year 2033 provide a concrete empirical timeline for regional connectivity. Practically,
these findings offer valuable, data-driven recommendations for governmental bodies looking to align
domestic development programs, such as Kazakhstan’s “Nurly Zhol,” with wider Eurasian trade corridors,
while also serving as a rich, up-to-date educational resource for university curricula in regional studies
and international economics.

7. Final conclusion:
The dissertation of Kydyrbek Farangis titled “The Global Belt and Road Initiative as one of the factors

for solving regional problems in Central Asia” is a completed independent scientific research project that
fully meets established academic requirements. By combining qualitative geopolitical paradigms with an
innovative multi-factor indicator framework, the candidate delivers a rigorous, forward-looking analysis
of regional structural integration thesis. Consequently, the author is highly worthy of receiving the
qualification of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in International Relations and is unreservedly recommended

for defense.

XW Kee
Prof. Xinpeng Xu

Scientific supervisor
Professor of Economics, Faculty of Business, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong
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FOHKOHT'CKUHN MOJINTEXHUYECKWNH YHUBEPCUTET

22 mas 2026 roja

Penensus

HA NOKTOPCKY10 mccepranuio PhD-nokropanta Keyisipoex ®@apanruc
HA Temy:
«[1006ambHasn nHALHAaTHBA “OHH N0sIc — O/MH NYTh” KaK 0IMH U3 GAKTOPOB pelmeHns
PeruoHaNbHBIX 11podJem B LlenrpasibHoit Azumn»

Hayuneiit pykoBOARTENb:
npogeccop Cunbimu Croii

1. OOuias xapakrepuctuka paboTbl

Jnccepranonnoe necnenosanne Keyibipbek @DapaHruc MOCBSIIEHO AHAIW3y peald3aliid M
MHOTOIUIAHOBOTO BO3IEHCTBHUSI KHUTaHCKOM HMHMLMATUBBI «OnuH nosc — oxuH nyTe» (OIIOII) B
[lenTpanbHOM A3HMHM ¢ aKIEHTOM Ha IIOJMTHYECKHME, JKOHOMHYECKME H HH(PaCTPyKTYpHbIE
MEXaHM3MBI, IOCPEACTBOM KOTOPHIX JaHHAsi HHUIIHATHBA CIOCOOCTBYET MPEOIOIEHHIO CTPYKTYPHBIX
OrpaHHYEHHH PETHOHA U €Tr0 TpaHCHOPMALUU B KIIOUYCBOH €BPA3HHCKUH TPaH3HUTHO-TIOTHCTHYECKH T
neHTp. Tema MccileIOBaHUS OTJIMYAETCS BBICOKOH aKTYaJIbHOCTBIO B YCIIOBHSIX TPOJIOJIKAFOIIHXCS
r€03KOHOMUYECKHX TpaHC(hOpMalUii W TpeJCTaBNIseT 3HAUMTENBHYIO HAYYHYIO H IPAKTHUECKYIO
HEHHOCTh I rocyaapcTB lleHTpanbHOH A3MH, CTpeMsIIUXCS COTJIacOBaTh HAlMOHAIbHbBIS
IpOrpaMMbl pa3BUTHS, BKJIOYAs Ka3aXCTaHCKYrO Iporpammy «Hypibl xom», ¢ perioHaIbHBIMU
MHTErPAIIMOHHBIMH X TPAHCTIOPTHO-KOMMYHHKAIIHOHHBIMH ITPOEKTAMHU. DTO TTO3BOJISACT MAKCUMATBHO
3Q(HEXTHBHO TIPUBIIEKATH WHBCCTULIMOHHBIH KAlMTAJl, CHUXKATH JIOJIFOBBIE PUCKH U CTUMYIIMPOBATH
MHIYCTPHAIILHYIO — MOJICPHHM3alMIo. B pabore  BCCCTOPOHHE  pACCMATPHBAIOTCS — KIIHOUEBbIE
PErHoHaIbHBIC NPOOJIEMbI, BKJIIOUAs T'€OrpaQuuecKyio W30JMPOBAHHOCTD, JeQUUMT KanuTata u
LMpPOBOEC HEPABEHCTBO, @ TAKXKE AHAJIM3HPYIOTCS BO3MOXHOCTH, OTKPBIBACMBIC HHULIMATHBAMH
Kuras «1lud)pooi menkoBblil myTh» W «3eICHBIH METKOBBIA 11yTh». ['corpaduuecku ncenenosanue
oxBarpBaer narh pecny6buuk [leHTpaibHOi Asii BO B3aumogelicteun ¢ Kuraiickol Haposwoii
PecnyGankoit. XpoHoiornyeckiue pamMky JIMCCEPTALIHA OXBATHIBAIOT LIEPHOJL C MOMEHTA OOPeTCHHSL
CTpaHamy peruoHa HEe3aBUCHMOCTH T10cIe pactiaiad CCCP B 1991 rojy, uepes O(PHUHAIBHBIF 3a11yCK
vanimaruesr OITOIT B 2013 rojy, /10 KJIOYEBBIX COBPEMEHHBIX HHCTHTYIHMOHAIBHBIX HTAlOB,
BKIIOYAs cammuthl B Cuane (2023), Acrane (2024) m Tsnbuzune (2025), a takxke cojepxar
NPOrHOCTHYECKUH IMITMPUHECKIH aHallk3 PasBATHS 1Iporieccon J10 2033 roxa.




2. JInuHbIH BKI1AJ ABTOPA U CTCICHBL CaMOCTOSITCIIBHOCTH HCCIIC/IOBAHUST

JIOKTOPAHT NPOJCMOHCTPUPOBANIA BLICOKHIT yPOBEHB CAMOCTOSTE/ILHOCTH, MPOSIBUB MHUIIHATHBY ITPH
gpIOOPE TEMBI HCCICNOBAHMS, cGopc 3HAUUTESJIBHOTO MACCHBA MHOTOSI3BIYHBIX BTOPHYHBIX JIAHHBIX, A
TAKOKE NPH CAMOCTOATEIILHOM CHHTE3C CIHOMHBIX HEPBUUHBIX HCTOUHUKOB, Koipipbex PapaHruc
ToKa3ana 3ac/y XHBAIONY10 BLICOKONH ONEHKH CITOCOOHOCTH KPHTHUYECCKH aHaIn3HupOBaTh pa3/IndHbIe
IOANO/IB! 3ANATHOM, KNTAICKO! W nenTpanbHOA3HaTCKo aka/leMHIecKo# JiuTeparyphl, (popMHupys
c6aTaHCHPOBAHHYIO M OOBLECKTUBHYIO QUAINTHUCCKYIO OCHOBY HCC/TE/I0BAHMS,

JInunbIi BRI aBTOpa 0COOCHHO SIpKO HiposiBiisicTesl B pa3paboTKe yHUKaIBHOH MHOrophakropHon
CHCTECMbl  MHAMKATOPORB, HMCHONB30BAHHOW JUIS  OLICHKM  Kaue€CTBCHHOTO YpOBHS HWHTET palliH
HHAUAATHBBI « OZIHH MOAC — OHH 11y Th» (OITOIT). BMecTo Hcrosb30BaH#Us TOTOBBIX aHATHTHIECKHAX
mabIOHOB COMCKATENb CAMOCTOATEILHO OCYIIECTBHIA cOOp, CHCTEMATH3AIMIO W MaTeMaTHYeCKoe
MOJCTUPOBAHUC MHOTOJICTHHUX JIAHHBIX 110 HH(PACTPYKTYPHBIM MPOEKTaM, TIPOrpaMmmMam unppoBoi
MOATOTOBKH KaIPOB ¥ TOPrOBLIM NOTOKAM B NsiTH pecnybinkax LlenTpaibsHoi A3nn.

IlpoBeneHHas macmtabrass pabora mno c6opy OMIMPHUECKOTO MaTepuaia W ajanTaliu
METOJIOJIOTHYECKOTO WHCTPYMEHTApHsl CBHIIETEIBCTBYET O CIIOCOOHOCTH aBTOpa OCYyHIECTBIIATH
QyHIaMEHTaIBHBIC CAMOCTOATENBHBIC HAYYHBIE VCCIIEN0BAHU S, COOTBETCTBYIOIINE MEKAYHAPOIHBIM
TpeOOBAHMAM K TOKTOPCKHMM JIMccepTauusm yposas PhD.

3. CrpykTypa, TOTHKA W KaYECTBO MCCIIENOBAHMS

Jnccepranyst IMEET TPAJAULHOHHYIO HAYYHYIO CTPYKTYPY M BKJIIOYAeT BBEICHHE, OCHOBHBIE [TIaBBL,
3aKIIIOYEHHE M CIIMCOK HCIIONB30BAaHHOM JHTEpaTyphl. Marepuan H3JI0XKEH I0CIieI0BaTeIbHO,
JOTHYHO M B3auMocBs3aHHO. ConepxxaHue pabOThl NEMOHCTPHPYET YCTOMUHBYIO CBSI3b MEMKIY
TEOPETHYECKUMH TIONOXKECHUSIMA M TIPAKTHYECKMM aHATH30M, a CJICNIaHHBIE BBIBOJbI SBISIIOTCS
apryMeHTHpPOBaHHBIMH U Hay4YHO 0OOCHOBAaHHBIMH.

4. Mertonosorayeckasd OCHOBA UCCIIENOBAHNSA

B mcee1oBaHUH IPUMEHSIOTCS COBPEMEHHBIE Hay YHBIC METO/IbI, BKITIOYAsl AaHAIN3 JIOKYMEHTOB,
CPaBHUTELHBIA aHATU3, CTATUCTHYECKME METOJIBI M ZIPYTHE 110,1X0/1bl. BBIOpanHas MeTononorus
COOTBETCTBYET MOCTABJIEHHBIM LEJISIM H 3a/1a4aM HCCIIC/IOBAH NS

Couckaren YCHECUIHO pa’}pa60’l‘aﬂa CBQCO(’-)])aBHle CIABYXKOHTYPHYIO» aHAUTHTHYECKY IO MOJIEIb,
OPraHMYHO COYETAIONIYIO KAYECTBEHHBIE 11aPaIMTMBI MCXK Y HAPOIHBIX OTHOIICHHUH CO CTPOTHM
KOJIMYECTBEHHBLIM 110,1X010M. Takoi c0aaHCHPOBAHHBIH METOMOJIOTHUYECKUN CHHTE3 1103BOSIeT
MCCIILOBAHMIO BHIHTH 33 paMKH aOCTPAKTHBIX IEOTIOJIIMTHIECKHX TIPEAIIONOKEHUH U 11Pe/ICTABMTH
KOHKPETHbIE, OCHOBAHHBIC HA JIAHHBIX BRIBOIBI O PEAJIbHBIX CTPYKTYPHBIX TPaHC(HOpMALMSIX,
porcxouimmx B ngth pecnyGinkax LlenTpainbHol Asuu.

5. I'nyGuna apanmsa ¥ UCTOMHHKOBAS Basa

Hoxropant MCHIONB3YeT HIMPOKMH KPYI' MCTOYHWKOB, BKJHOUAS. MOHOUPAHM, HAYUHblE CTAaThy,
HOpPMaTHBHO-ITpaBOBKIC AKTHI M CTATHCTHHECKAC MATEPHAJIbL. AHAIMTHUECKAS HACTh JIGMOHCTPHPYET

u KAPAHbBI3
CM. HA OBOPOTHON CTOPOHE




CITOCOOHOCTL aBTOpa OCYINCCTRAATH KPUTHUCCKYIO OHEHKY, COMOCTABIISITE PA3IIHIHBIC TOYKH 3PEHUSA
1 GOPMYIUPOBATH CAMOCTOSTCIBHBIC HAYUHBIC BBIBObI,

Jliccepranms OTIMYACTCH 3HAYHTENBHOM ananmTHUECKOi 11yOHHOI, ocHOBaHHOM Ha pa3HoobpasHo
MHOTOS3BIYHOI HCTOYHMKOBOH Gase, Brjloualonieii aBropurTeTHbie KHTAHCKHE [MPOrpaMMHBIE
JIOKYMCHTBI, 3aNMaHyIO JIUTEpaTypy MO MeXIyHapo/IHbIM OTHONIEHUSIM, @ TAK)KE CTpaTerHyecKkue
Matepuansr crpan LleHTpanbioit Asun., Kbeutbipbek @apanrvc He OrpaHUYHBACTCS  [POCTHIM
O0O0IICHIEM JTaHHBIX MATEPHAIOB, a 110BEPraeT WX BCECTOPOHHEMY CPaBHHUTEIBHOMY aHaU3y,
COITOCTABSIS  KOHKYPHPYIOLIHE TCONOIMTHYECKME TOAX0/bI ¢ (DAKTHUECKUMH JIaHHBIMH 110
HHGPACTPYKTYPE # TOPTOBBIM TTOTOKAM.

ITo106HBIN  KpUTHYECKHH TOIXOA [103BOJISICT aBTOPY BBIATH 3a TpEIesbl  [10JispH30BAHHBIX
AKaJICMHYCCKAX JIMCKYCCHI M BBISBHTH PEAIbHBbIC MEXaHHM3MBI, JIEXKALIHE B OCHOBE MHHIIMATHB
«rdpoBoii menKoBsii MyTe» U «3€JICHBIN METKOBBIH MyTh).

6. Hayunas HOBM3HA M TIPAKTHYECKAS 3HATUMOCTD

PaGora conepxut 31eMeHTBI HAyYHOH HOBH3HBI, BHIPAXKAIOIIMECS B OPUTHHAIBHBIX BBIBOIAX, HOBBIX
Moaxoaax M aBTOPCKHX NpeUIoXKeHHsX. [IpakTHueckas 3HaunMOCTh MCCIIEIOBAHHS 3AK/IIOYAETCs B
BO3MOJXXHOCTH TIPUMEHEHHsI €r0 pe3yjbTaTOB B OOpa3oBaTelbHOH JESITEIBHOCTH, SKCIEPTHO-
aHaJIMTH4YECKOl pabdoTe, a TaKxe NpH pa3paboTKe MpaKTHYECKHX PEKOMEHIALHH.

Hay4ynass HoBM3HA wuccnenoBaHus o0yc/IOBJIeHA CO3JaHHEM YHUKATbHOH («JIBYXKOHTYpPHOMH»
MHOTro¢aKTOPHOH CHCTEMBI HHIMKATOPOB, TO3BOJSIOMECH KOJIMYECTBEHHO OLECHHBATH BIIHSHHE
lleJIeBBIX IIpOrpaMM Ha TpaHcpopmalui HH(ppacTpyKTypHbIX ceted LleHTpasibHOH — A3swwu.
CrpaTerud4ecKue POrHo3bl HCCIIEN0BaHu, paccunTanHbie 10 2033 rona, POpMUPYIOT KOHKPETHY IO
IMIIUPHYECKY O OCHOBY JUIsl OL[EHKH IEPCIIEKTHB PErMOHAIbHOH B3aMMOCBS3aHHOCTH.

ITpakTH4eCcKas UCHHOCTh  TIOJNYHEHHBIX  PE3yJIbTATOB  3AKIIOUACTCs B [PC/IOCTABIICHHH
rocyJapcTBEHHBIM  OpraHam  HayyHo OOOCHOBAaHHBIX — PEKOMEHJAUMH MO  COrjlacoBaHHIO
HaIMOHATBHBIX TIPOrpaMM pa3BUTHS, BKJIIOYAs Ka3axCTaHCKY10 nporpammy «Hypiel xoun, ¢ Sonee
LIMPOKMMH  €BPa3sHACKUMH TOProBO-TPAHCTIOPTHBIMM ~ Kopuaopamu, Kpome Toro, marepuaibl
McclieI0BaHys MOTYT CIIYKHTh COBPEMEHHBIM 00pa30BATECI/IbHBIM PECYPCOM JUISl YHHBEPCHTETCKHX
KYPCOB 110 PEI'MOHOBEJICHHIO M MEX/IyHaPOJIHOH YKOHOMHKE.

7. Hrorosoe akinoycHue

Hucceprauns Koitbip6ex @apanruce na remy «l'obajbias nnnitnaTisa “OJMH 1M0SIC — OJAHH 1y Th”
KaK OJMH M3 (akTopop penieHus pernoHaibHBIX MpobiieM B LleHTpasibHO A3Hiy LpeicTaBIsIeT
COOOH 3aBCPUICHHOE CAMOCTOATENILHOE HAYYHOE HCCIIC/IOBAHHE, [OJIHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBYIOIICE
YCTaHOBJICHHBIM aKaJIeMUYECKUM TPEOOBAHHSAM,

Couerast Ka4YECTBEHHBIE I€ONMOIUTHYECKHE TTOJIXO/bI ¢ HHHOBAIIHOHHOM MHOTO(MAKTOPHOH CHCTEMOI]
HHIMKATOPOB, aBTOP MPEACTABIISIET II1yOOKHH M TIEPCIIEKTUBHO OPHEHTHPOBAHHBIH aHAIIN3 TIPOLIECCOB
CTPYKTYpPHOH MHTErpallHH perHoHa.
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