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(8D04203 — Jurisprudence) “Features of the Prevention of Domestic Violence
against Women and Children: Issues of Theory and Practice” by Zhakysh Akerke,
Department of Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, and Criminalistics, Faculty of
Law, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University

The candidate opens the thesis with a persuasive argument for the relevance of the
topic: the persistent social and legal significance of domestic violence against women and
children, the exceptional vulnerability of its victims, the risk of repeated victimization and
the need to assess the effectiveness of the preventive system of the Republic of
Kazakhstan at a moment of intensive legal reform. Between 2024 and 2026 Kazakhstan
re-criminalized battery and minor bodily harm as criminal misdemeanours, introduced
criminal liability for stalking and psycho-correctional programmes for perpetrators, and
consolidated its preventive legislation into a single Law "On the Prevention of Offences”.
The thesis is, to my knowledge, the first comprehensive academic study that examines
the prevention of domestic violence against women and children in the light of these
reforms and evaluates their first measurable outcomes.

Methodologically the thesis is built on an unusually solid empirical foundation. The
candidate works with the primary statistical forms of the Committee on Legal Statistics
and Special Records for 2016—2026 (registration, administrative and criminal court
reports), a content analysis of 319 judicial acts drawn from the official database of court
decisions, a sociological survey of 320 respondents from three professional groups
(police officers, crisis-centre and social-service specialists, legal representatives of
victims), and a casuistic analysis of six high-profile cases concluded by final judgments.
This combination of official statistics, judicial practice and the candidate's own survey data
allows the conclusions to be triangulated in a way that is rare in the criminological
literature of the region. | would also note that the candidate has contributed, as a co-
author, to two longitudinal studies published in Violence and Victims and Psychology of
Violence, which examine the long-term consequences of adolescent victimization and of
childhood sexual abuse; the findings of these studies are appropriately integrated into the
theoretical framework of the thesis.

The thesis is well structured, clearly written and logically organized. The first chapter
establishes the legal foundations of prevention. The candidate defines domestic violence
against women and against children as two manifestations of a single phenomenon
rooted in power and dependence within the family, formulates two author's definitions
resting on five essential features, reconstructs the three-level model and the four-stage
evolution of the legal foundations, and demonstrates — convincingly, in my view — that the



instability of the legal norm is itself a criminogenic factor: the decriminalization of 2017
deepened latency, whereas the reforms of 2023-2024 combined a rise in registration with
a decline in grave outcomes. The comparative section distinguishes four typical models
of protection (convention-integrative, order-precedential, special-legislative and general-
legal) and positions the Kazakhstani system as a mixed model, drawing measured
lessons from the Swedish, British, Spanish and Central Asian experience.

Chapter 2 provides the criminological and victimological core of the work. The
candidate's concept of the "two-pole structure" of domestic violence — mass minor
manifestations on one pole and a lethal core accounting for about a quarter of homicides
on the other — is analytically productive, and the "registration paradox" (the demonstration
that the growth of registered cases in 2023-2025 reflects reduced latency rather than an
increase in violence, because outcome indicators independent of the registration regime
declined at the same time) is exactly the kind of careful reading of official data that
criminologists should expect. The four-level map of determination, the three-type typology
of perpetrators (situational-conflictual, persistently despotic and degradational) with a
"type — instrument” matrix, and the structural account of the vulnerability of women and
children — including the "paradox of trust" for child victims and the four types of women
victims — are original contributions. Particularly important is the empirical demonstration
of "secondary latency" at the judicial stage: in 2025, 98 per cent of terminated battery
cases were terminated on the basis of reconciliation, despite the statutory restriction of
that mechanism.

Chapter 3 moves from diagnosis to design. The candidate assesses the system of
prevention actors against five requirements of systemicity, identifies three typical
coordination gaps, and proposes a prevention model built on a "determinant — measure
— actor — indicator" matrix together with a ten-indicator system for measuring
effectiveness. The analysis of court statistics is a strength of the chapter: it shows that
only 9.6 per cent of persons convicted of battery in 2025 were sentenced to arrest, while
42.5 per cent received a fine that is in practice paid from the family budget of the victim.
From this evidence the candidate derives a coherent set of legislative proposals with
specific normative wording — mandatory standardized risk assessment, temporary
removal of the perpetrator from the shared dwelling, psycho-correctional programmes as
a special requirement, the restriction of fines in domestic violence misdemeanours in
favour of community service and arrest, a compensation category for victims of
systematic domestic violence, and a regulatory resolution of the Supreme Court. The draft
risk assessment form and the draft legislative amendments included in the appendices
give these proposals immediate practical applicability.

As a criminologist, | found the thesis valuable because it consistently links doctrine,
official data and practice: every proposal is traced back to a specific empirical finding, and
every concept is tested against the data. The thesis has significant theoretical value in
developing the victimological dimension of prevention and the methodology of evaluating
preventive effectiveness, and substantial practical value for legislative work, police
practice, judicial policy, inter-agency coordination and victim support in the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

The candidate has demonstrated independent scientific thinking, a solid command
of criminological, victimological and legal analysis, and the ability to formulate practically
meaningful and well-evidenced recommendations. The conclusions are supported by the



structure of the research, the chosen methodology and the analysis of the relevant legal
and empirical materials.

| have no hesitation in recommending that this thesis proceed to public defence for
the award of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD).

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at kbeaver@fsu.edu

Sincerely,

Professor Kevin M. Beaver, PhD

Judith Rich Harris Professor of Criminology M
Director, Distance Leaming Program /
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Florida State University
Foreign Scientific Consultant
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8D04203 — KykbsikTany Gijim 6epy daraapiamachl Goiibinma (uocopus
noxtopel (PhD) gopeskecin any yulis yChIHbLIFaH an-Dapabu aTEIHAAFbI
Kaszak yaTThIK yHuBepeuTeTi 3aH dakyaprerinin KplIMBICTBIK KYKbBIK,
KBLIMBICTBIK, ¢ 9KYPri3y %oHe KPHMHHAIHCTHKA kadeapachl JOKTOPAHTHI
Karbim AKepKeHin «Oiienaep Med 0anajiapra KaTbICThI TYPMBICTBIK
30 PJIBIK-30MOBLIBIKTBIH a/L1bIH a1y epeKinegiKTepi: TeOpusi MeH NPaKTHKA
Maceseaepi» TAKbIPbIObIHAAFBI AHCCEPTANHICHIHA

[IKIP

[3nenymi O KyMbICTHIH ~Oacrankel —GemiMiEze —3eprrey TaKbIPBIOBIHBIH
@3eKTiMiriH HAHBIMABI TYpAe Herizjednai: oHemnep MeH Oananapra KaTbICTHI
TYPMBICTBIK 30PJIbIK-30MOBUIBIKTBIH TYPAKTHI oTeyMETTIK JKoHe KYKBIKTBIK MaHbI3BI,
KoGIpIeHyIIepAiH epeKire OCal/IBIFEl, KaliTanamMa BHKTHMH3ALIA Kayni JKoHe
KapKbIH/Ibl KYKBIKTBIK pedopmanap keseminge Kaszakcran PecrnyOnMKachiHbIH
MPOQHUIAKTHKAIBIK  KYHECIHIH TmiMminirin  Oaramay Kaxerriri. 2024-2026
sKpULapsl Kaszakcran yYpBIN-COFY MEH JKeHII 3HAH KeNTIpy/li KbUIMBICTBIK TEpic
KbIJIBIK peTiHAe KaliTa KpuMHHAIM3alusnan, CTajlkKuHr YIIH KBUIMBICTBIK
KayarnThlIbIK TieH 30PJIBIK-30MOBLIBIK )Kacaylbliapra apHaraH
ICUXOKOPPEKLHUSIBIK ~ Oaraapnamaap/ibl eHTi3i  KoHe  MpOo(MIaKTHKATIBIK
sapHamMadbl Gipbiarai «ICyKpIK Oy3ymIBLIBIK NPO(HUIAKTHKACK Typaibb 3aHra
MOFBIPIaHABIPABL. MeniH Gimyimie, Oy aucceprauus — oitenyiep meH Oananapra
KATBICTHl TYPMBICTHIK 30PIBIK-30MOBUIBIKTBIH AJIJIBIH aJy/ibl OChI pedopmainap
asChIHIA KApacTBIPBIN, OJIap/bIH AFallIKbl oJIILIEHETIH HOTWKeJepiH OaranaraH
QNIFalIKbl KEIIeH 11 FhUIBIMHU 3€PTTeY.

OicHaMaibIK TYPFBIIAH JICCepTaliis epekiie Gepik dMITMPHUKaIbIK Herisre
Kypeutrad. [3nenynni KyKBIKTBIK CTAaTHCTHKA HOHE apHaiibl ecerke axy XeHiHer
komuTertin 2016-2026 xeuiaapaarsl 6acrarnkel CTATHCTHKAIBIK HBICAHAPBIMEH
(Tipkey, OKIMIIIJIK JXOHE KbUIMBICTBIK COT ecenTepi), pecMH COT IIemiM/epi
6asaceiHan ipikTenren 319 coT aKTiCiHiH KOHTEHT-TaJLlay bIMEH, YIII KociOu TonTaH
(TIONMHIHMS. KbI3METKepIIepi, aF/apbic OPTaIBIKTapsl MEH oeyMETTIK KBI3METTEP/IH
MAaMaH/apBl, KoGipIeHyIIiIepaiH 3aHIbl exinepi) TyparsiH 320 PeCTIOHAEHTTIH
olleyMeTTaHy/IBIK CayalHaMachbIMEH JKOHE 3am/ibl KylliHe €HIeH YKiMJepMeH
asKTAIFAH AJITHl PE30HAHCTHI ICTIH Ka3yHMCTHKAJBIK TaJIaybIMECH JKYMBIC icTeil.
PecMM CTATUCTMKAHBIH, COT IPAKTHKACHIHBIH JKOHE aBTOPJBIH ©3 cayaiiHaMa
JepeKTepiHiy ochlHAaM yHueciMi  TYKBIPBIMAAPILL OHIp KPUMHHOJIOTHSIIBIK
oeOMeTiHIe CUpeK Ke3eCeTiH JeHrelae Texcepyre mymkiagik 6epeni. CoHbIMEH
karap i3nemymi Violence and Victims xomne Psychology of Violence
JKypHaIIaphiHia JKapHsIaHraH, JKAcecIipiMIiK BHKTHMHU3ALMs MeH Oalanbik
[IAKTAFb] HKBIHBICTHIK 30PIIBIK-30MOBUIBIKTEIH Y3aK MEP3iMJI calllapblH 3epTTereH
eki JIOHMMTIONTIK 3ePTTEyMiH TEH aBTOPhl €KeHiH arar oTKiM Kenei; Oyn




3epTTeyNepiH HOTHKelepi JHCCepTALHUAHBIH TEOPHSUIBIK HeridiHe OpBIH/bBI
KipiKTipiireH.

JluccepTalMsHBIH ~ KYpPBUIBIMBI  JKYHETi, MOTiHi aHBIK Opi KHCBHIH[BI
yiAbIMIaCTHIPBITFAH, bBipiHmi Tapayga aiiblH ajiy[blH KYKBIKTBIK Herisaepi
KangaHa[pl. I3geHymn offennepre jxoHe Oajnanapra KaThICTBI TYPMBICTBIK 30PIIBIK-
30MOBUTBIKTBI OTOACH! immiHzeri OWIK IeH Toyemjimikke HerizgenreH OGipryrac
KyOBIIBICTBIH €Ki KepiHici peTinje aiikpiapjan, Gec MoH/Ii Genrire cydeHeTiH exi
aBTOPJITBIK AHBIKTAMA TYIKBIPBIMIAMIbI, KYKBIKTBIK Herizaep/iy yu JeHreini Moelni
MEH TOPT Ke3eHJIK SBOJIOLMSCHIH KAJIIBIHA KENTIPeIl XoHe — MEHIH OMbIMILIA,
HAHBIMJIBI TYPJIe — KYKBIKTBIK HOPMaHBIH TYPAKChI3/IbIFBIHBIH €31 KPUMUHOTEHIIK
(akrop exenid momenpeii: 2017 KBUIFBI ACKPUMHHAJM3ALMS NaTeHTTUIIKTI
Tepenzierce, 2023-2024 xbutFpl pedopmanap TipKey/iH ©CyiH aybip 3ap/anTapiibx
a3alobIMeH YIITacThip/bl. CablcThIpMalIbl GostiM/Ie KOpray/iblH TOPT THIITIK MOZEI
(KOHBEHIMSITBIK-MHTErPALMSIIBIK, OPAEPIIiK-TIPEIE/IeHTTIK, apHayIIbl-3aHAbIK XoHe
JKAITBI-KYKBIKTBIK) Xbiparhiibi, Kasakcrad jkyieci apanac Momenb peTiHZe
opuanacteipsuiasl, an [lserms, Yasiopuranus, Menanus sxone Opramblk A3us
To)KipubeciHeH cajMaKThl cabaKTap TYKbIPBIMIAJIa/IbI.

ExiHii Tapay KyMBICTBIH KPAMUHOIOTHSIIBIK JKOHE BUKTUMOJIOTHSIBIK ©3€TiH
Kypaiiisl,  I37eHyUIHIH  TYPMBICTBIK  30PJIBIK-30MOBUIBIKTEIH  KOCIOMIOCTI
KypBUIBIMBIY Ty’KbIpbIMJamMachl — Oip TomocTe Kammail JkeHLI KepidicTep,
exiHIIiciHze Kici enTipynep/iH TepTTeH GipiHe Ky BIFBIH KyPaUTBIH JIeTalbi AP0 —
TaiaMabIK TYPFbIIaH eHIMI, all «Tipkey mapagokcsn (2023-2025 xeuipapaarst
TIpKEJIreH iCTEPiH Ocyi 30pbIK-30MOBIIBIKTBIH YJIFAIOBIH eMec, JIATEHTTUIIKTIH
TeMenjeyin GefiHenelTinin Honenjey, ofTKeHi ecerke aly pexHMiHe Tayelci3
3ap7iarn KepceTKIIITepi coll Ke3eH e a3aii/ibl) — KpMMHHOJIOTTap PECMH IEPEKTEPICH
KYTETiH VKBTI OKY/BIH J0J1 yirici. JleTepMUHAIMSAHEIR TOPT JACHIeMI KapTachl,
30PIIbIK-30MOBIIBIK JKaCay IIBITAP/IBIH YL TUIITIK MOZIEJ (JKaFAas TThIK-KaHKAT/IBIK,
TYPAKTHI-JeCIIOTTHIK JKOHE a3FBIHIAYIIBUIBIK) MEH «THII — Kypajl) MaTpUIAChl,
oifesiep MeH OananapibH OCAIIBIFBIHBIH KYPBUIBIMABIK TYCIHAIPMECI — OHBIH
iminze KkabipneHymi-6ananapra KaTsICTh «CEHIM I1apajloKChDy MeH XKa0ipieHy -
oifenziepmin Tepr THmi — ©3iHAIK FeUIBIMM Yyiaec Oonbin Tabeutansl  Cor
CATBICBIHAAFEl (EKIHINI JIATEHTTEHYAIH» OSMITMPHKAIIBIK JQJIENIeHyl epeKiue
Mansi3abl: 2025 JKBUTB YPBIN-COFy GOMBIHIIA TOKTATBUIFaH icTepiiH 98 mnaibisbl,
OCBI TETIKTI 3aHHAMAJIBIK ILEKTEeYre KapaMacTaH, TaTy/iacy Heri3injie TOKrarbUIFaH.

Y wrinini Tapay AuardocTukanaH xkobanayra keme/ti. I3genyun npopunakrika
cyGhekTinepinin kyiecin okyifenimikrin 6Gec TanaGer GoWbiHuia Garasar,
yilecTipyais Y THUITIK OJKBUIBIFBIH AHBIKTAM/IbI JKOHE «AeTepMHMHAHT — Ilapa —
cyOBeKT — WH/MKATOp» MATPHIACKIHA KYpbUIFaH IPOQUIaKTHKa MOJIETIH
THIMTIKTI  ©MImeyiiH OH MHAMKATOPIbIK JKkyieciMen Oipre ycwmaznsl. Cor
CTATUCTHKACHIHBIH TANIAY bl — Tapay/ibiH KyIuTi XKarbl: 2025 HKBLUIBI YPbITI-COFY YIIiH
corrajFaniapisie 9,6 naiei3el FaHa KaMaKKa aJIbIHbII, 42,5 naibI3biHA ic ACY3iHAe
yKabipenyniHiH oT6achuIblK GHO/UKETIHEH TONEHETIH aWbINIysl TaralblHIaIraHbl
kepcerires, Ochl I/ IepAeH i3/eHy i HAKThI HOPMATHBTIK TYXKBIPBIMAApPE! 6ap
Gipryrac 3aHHAMANBIK YCHIHBICTAP KEIICHIH IIbIFapajibl: TOyYeKeAl MiHAETTi



cTaHjapTTainrad Oaraiay, 30pJbIK-30MOBUIBIK JKacayllIbiHbl OPTaK TYPFbIH yineH
yaKbITIA MIETTETY, MCHXOKOPPEKUHMUIBIK OaraapiaMaibl epeKile Tajiar peTiHme
Genriniey, TYPMBICTBIK 30PJBIK-30MOBIIBIK Tepic KBUIBIKTAPBIHA AHBIIITYJI/IbI
[IeKTer, KOFaMIBIK JKYMBICTAp MEH KaMaKThl 0ackiM ery, JYHeJi TYPMBICTBIK
30PIIbIK-30MOBUIBIK KypOaHaapsl YIIiH OTeMaKbl CaHATBIH KO3JEYy JKoHe }Koraprm
COTTBIH HOPMATHBTIK KayJIbICBIH KaObLIIay. Kocmmmanapna 6ep1.IIFEH TOyeKeIi
Garanay TaparbIHBIH JK00achl MEH 3aHHAMAalbIK ©3repiCTepiiH obacel Oy
YCHIHBICTAPFA TiKeJeH MPaKTHKAIBIK KONIaHbLTy MyMKIH/IriH Gepei.

KpuMuHOIOr peTiHae MEH AMCCEPTAallUsSHbl JOKTPUHA, PECMU JEPEKTEp MEH
NIPAKTHKAHBI IOHEKTI Typae GalaHbICTBIPATEIHBL YIIIH KYH/BI [l ecenTeiimin:
opbip YCHIHBIC HAKTHI OMIIMPHMKAIBIK HOTH)XKere Herizjeneli, opbip yreiM
nepexTepMen Tekcepineai. [luccepraius npo(UIAKTUKAHBIH BUKTHMOJIOIUSIIBIK
OJIIIEMIH JKoHe MpodUIaKTHKAIBIK THIMATIKTI Garanay o/licCHAMACBIH JaMbITy/la
eneyni TEOPHAIBIK MaHBI3Fa, all Kazakcran PecnyOGnukaceiniarbl 3aH ULIbIFapy
KBI3METi, IOJMIMS IPAKTHKACHI, COT CasCaTEl, BEIOMCTBOAPAIBIK yiinecTipy iKoHe
xo0ipienyiiiep/Ii Konaay yIuiH adtapiasiKraid MpakTHKaIbIK MaHbI3Fa ue.

Iagenymi  gepec  FBUIBIMM  Oay  KabineTiH, —KPUMHHOJOTHAJIBIK,
BUKTUMOJIOTHSIUTBIK JKOHE KYKBIKTBIK Tajjayisl Oepik MeHrepreHid, COHAai-aK
IPAKTHKANBIK TYPFbIAAH MAHBI3ABI api JI9NeNli  YChIHBIMIAAD TYXKBIPhIMAAH
anaThiHBIH KepceTTi. KOpbITHIHIABLIIAD 3epTTeyIiH KypbUIBIMBIMEH, TaHJIaNFaH
oJlicHAMaMeH JKoHe THICTI KYKBIKTBIK 9pi SMIIMPUKAJIBIK MaTepraiapibl TajllayMeH
HETI3/1eJINeH.

Ock1 accepranusas Guiocopus nokropsl (PhD) nopeskecin amy yIiH xapus
KoprayFra xiGepy/li el KyMaHCI3 YChIHAMBIH.

Cypaktapbiapiz Goica, kbeaver@fsu.edu smeKTpOHIBIK MOIMITACH aPKBUIbI
MaraH xabapacybiHbI3ra 60s1a1bl.

KypmMmeTtrnes,

Ipodeccop Kenn M. busep, PhD /Konbl KOUbLIEAH/
Jlscyant Puy Xappuc aTbIHAarsl KPUMUHOIOTUSL IPO(eCccops!
KamsiKTeIKTad OKBITY OariapaaMachiHbIH AUPEKTOPbI

KpHMHEOIOIHS KaHE KBLIMBICTBIK COT TOPENiri KOk

0pHAa WITATHIHBIH yHUBEPCUTETI

Illerennik FeUIBIMH KeHecH



