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To whom It may concern

Report in view of the submission of the doctoral dissertation by Ms Zhanna Dyussembek, Kazakhstan National University, titled
WHCTUTYT AMCTAHONHBIX M MECTHBIX HAYANBHUKOB B KASAXCKOW CTENU B 1831-1869 IT.

This dissertation is a thorough and robustly researched examination of the institution of distance and locality (mestnost’)
commandants in the western Kazakh steppe. It manages to explain how and why the administrative system in question was set
up, and it does unearth considerable information about the actual people who populated it in various roles, with an emphasis
on their education. It also brings to light new facts on the furthermost reach of the distantsii as an institution {and thus of

Russian sovereignty claims) to the south-west.

The source basis that underpins the dissertation is sufficiently large for this level of study. Ms Dyussembek has mined a wealth
of information from multiple archives, from Almaty to Moscow, and uses them to tell several individual 'stories’, as well as
offering a more general sketch of how distantsii commandant and local commandant were nominated, what their role was, how

conflict and other incidents were dealt with. The referencing is meticulous. The appendix based on these sources, which
includes a detailed list of distantsii commandants and local commandants, with their geographical localization, is one of the

most valuable parts of the dissertation.

The candidate demonstrates a good level of familiarity with the relevant scholarship, particularly with Russophone publications.
She is able to build upon the work of past and present Kazakhstani historians who have been working on the administrative
machinery of the Russian empire in the steppe, especially on the role of Kazakh ‘mediators of empire’. In addition, the candidate
situates her dissertation within the tradition of the ‘New Imperial History’ of the Russian empire, as pursued since the
publication of Andreas Kappeler's major work. In a wider perspective, she also gestures at wider themes in the history of
imperialism and (settler) colonialism, such as Robinson’s ‘theory of collaboration” and Turner’s concept of “frontier’.

The body of the dissertation is clearly organized in three parts, which build nicely on each other. The first section concerns itself
with the history of how distantsii were established, and the debates surrounding their possible reform. Here in my view the
most interesting element is represented by the clear ambivalence of Tsarist administrators about the ‘use’ of hereditary
commandants, which reflects uncertainty about the degree of direct intervention of the imperial state in the social life of the
Kazakhs. The second section moves closer to the ground, to consider mechanisms of appointment, functions, and social
background of distantsii commandants. Here Ms Dyussembek convincingly explains how the pyramid of authority linking local
commandant — distantsii commandants - sultany-praviteli — Orenburg Border Commission could be bypassed and manipulated
by various actors. Her sources appear to show a degree of sincere zeal on the side of the Orenburg Border Commission in
deciding on appointments and dispute resolution. The main merit of this section is to stress how Kazakh notables were not
hapless victims. The third section includes a further discussion of the relations between different levels of governance, now with
an emphasis of their evolving relation with the Orenburg Border Commission. Here Ms Dyussembek suggests that growing co-
operation points at the distantsii and mestnosti commanders’ ‘buying in’ the system established by the Russian takeover of

sovereignty on this territory.

On the basis of these characteristics, and of what follows, | approve the dissertation and | recommend it for defence.
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Dr Beatrice Penati
senior Lecturer in Russian & Eurasian History

Postgraduate (Taught) Lead, History MA Director
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JIABEPITYILCKUH YHUBEPCUTET
[1Ix07a MCTOPMN, SIBIKOB W KYIBTYD
Jasepnyns

1o mecty TpeGonanns Jlusepryis, 13 oxrabpa 2026

OT3bIB
Ha JOKTOPCKY10 jmccepranuio XXanunl Jliocembek, Kazaxckuit HalmOHAIBHBIH YHHBCPCHTET, HA
TeMy « MHCTHTYT IMCTAHOYHBIX M MECTHBIX HavabHuKoB B Kazaxckoil ctenu B 1831-1869 rry

Jlawnas miccepranms npexcrasiser co6oif BCECTOPOHHEE M OCHOBAHHOE Ha TIATETBHOM
MCC/ICIOBAHAH H3YYCHHE HHCTHTYTA HAYAIbHUKOB AMCTAHIMI M MECTHOCTEH B 3anajgHo# JacTy
Kaszaxckoif crenu. B pabore oObscHsAETCSH, KaKk WM moueMy Oblla co3/laHa paccMaTpuBaeMasi
AIMHHHCTPATHBHAS CHCTEMA, @ TAKXXE BBIABJICH 3HAYMTCIBHBIA OOBEM CBEICHHH O JHOMAX,
3AHMMABIIHX B Hell pa3HuHble JIOJDKHOCTH, ¢ 0COOBIM aKIeHTOM Ha uX oOpa3zopanny. Kpome Toro,
B JIACCEpPTALlHH  OCBEINAIOTCS HOBbIe (hakThl, Kacalommecs Haubosee OTAAICHHOIO
pacrnpoCTpaHCHus JHCTAHIMM KakK HMHCTHTYTa, a CJIEAOBATe/IbHO, H TCPPHUTOPHAIBHBIX
NMpUTA3aHui PoccHiickoil MMIIEpHH Ha CyBEPEHHTET B IOr0-3ara/HOM HaIPaB/ICHHH.

McrounukoBas 6a3a, Ha KOTOpOif OCHOBaHA JMCCEPTalusi, JOCTATOYHO OOIIMpHA JUIA
Heeie10Banms Takoro yposHs. Xanna Jlrocembex cobpasa 3HaYMTeTbHBIH 006EM HHOOPMALIHH 13
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIX apXHBOB — OT AJMarsl 10 MOCKBEI — H HCIOJIB3YET €€ KaK JUIA BOCCO31aHHA
OT/ACTBHBIX HCTOPHH, TaK W JUIS IPEACTaBIEHHS OOWICH KAapTHHBI TOro, KakuM 00pasoM
Ha3HAYaINCh HAYaJIbHUKH JUCTAHIIHI U MECTHBIE HaYaIbHHKH, KAKOBBI OBUIH MX (YHKITHH H KaK
pa3pellaliCh KOH(JIMKTBI M JpyrHe MWHUMAEHTHl. (CCBUIOYHBIM anmapar OTIHYacTCH
CKpYMYNE3HOCThIO. [IpriioxKeHne, COCTaBIEHHOE HAa OCHOBE 9TUX MCTOYHHKOB H BKIIHOYAIOIIEE
noapoOHBIN IMEepEeYeHb HAYajJbHUKOB IUCTAHUUN M MECTHBIX HAYAIBHUKOB C YKa3aHHUCM HX
reorpadH4ecKoi JIOKaInu3alluy, SIBIISIETCS OMHOM M3 HanOoJee EHHBIX 9acTeH THCCepTallki.

Conckareslb JAEMOHCTPHPYET XOpOINEE 3HAHHE COOTBETCTBYIOLIEH HAydHOH JIMTEpaTypBl,
0cOOEHHO pYCCKOS3BIYHBIX MyOnukauuid. OHa OmUpaeTcs Ha TPYAbl TNPEALICCTBYIOUMX M
COBPEMEHHBIX Ka3aXCTaHCKMX HMCTOPHUKOB, HCCIEAYIOUINX aJIMUHUCTPATUBHBIA  amnrmapar
Poccuiickoi MMITEPHH B CTENH, B 0OCOOCHHOCTH POJIb KA3aXCKHX «IIOCPEHHKOB HMIIEpHI» . Kpome
TOT0, COMCKATEIbHAIA BITUCHIBAET CBOIO JIUCCEPTALIMIO B TPAIHIIHIO « HOBOM HMIIEPCKOH HCTOPHIY
Poccuitckoii IMIIEPHH, Pa3BHBABLIYIOCS ITOCIE IMyOIMKALMH (DYHIAMEHTAIIBHOTO TPY/a AHpeaca
Kannenepa. B 6ojee mMpOKOM KOHTEKCTE OHA TAKXKe 00paIaeTes K 3Ha4HMbIM I11podiemam
HCTOpHHM MMIlepHaiM3Ma M (IIOCEJICHYECKOr0) KOJIOHHATW3Ma, TaKMM  Kak — «Teopus

coTpyaauyecTBa» PobuHCOHa M KOHUENIHs «ppoHTHPa» [E€pHEpa.

(OCHOBHAS 4YacTh JMCCEPTALMH UMEET YETKYIO CTPYKTYPY H COCTOMT M3 TPEX 4YacTei, JIOTHYHO
JONONHAIOIMX Apyr apyra. [lepsas 4acTe NOCBSINEHA HCTOPHH YUPSKICHHS JAUCTAHIMH W
JIACKYCCHAM BOKPYT BO3MOXKHOCTH MX pepopmupoBanus. Haubosiee HHTEPECHBIM aCIIEKTOM 3/1€Ch,
Ha MOU B3IJI4JL, ABJISCTCA OYEBHIHAS JBOHCTBEHHOCTH IMO3MIMH LAPCKUX aJIMHHHCTPATOPOB 110
BOIIPOCY 11€J1€CO00Pa3HOCTH HMCIOJIB30BAHHS HACJIEACTBEHHBIX HAYAIBHHKOB. DTO OTPAXKAeT
HEONPEAEIEHHOCTh B OTHOIIEHHH CTCHEHH HEMOCPEJACTBEHHOIO BMEINATEIBCTBA HMIEPCKOIO

rocyaapeTsa B 00LIECCTBEHHYIO JKH3Hb Ka3axos.,

Bo mropo#t yacru uccienopanue npuOIMKAETCs K KOHKPETHBIM pPEalvsiM H paccMarpuBaet
MEXaHU3MBI HasHadeHus, (DYHKIHU U COIMAJIBHOE TTPOHCXOXK/ICHHE HAYAILHHKOB J(HCTAHLIHH.
Aanna Jlocembex yOemmrensno obwacusier, kakum 00pa3oM MHPaMHIa BIACTH, CBS3bIBABIIAS
MECTHOIO HavyaJlbHUKA, HAYaJbHUKOB JIMCTAHUMi, cynTaHoB-nipaButesich u  OpeHOYyprekyro
HOIPAHUYHYIO KOMHUCCHIO, MOIIa OOXOAHTBCS M HCIONB30BATBCS B HHTEpecax pas/IHYHbIX



JCHCTBYIOUIAX  J1vy, [Tpeacrannennnie HCTOYHHKH, [MO-BHJIHMOMY, CBHICTEIBCTBYIOT O

AOCTATOTHO - HCKPEHHeM  ctpemsienun  OpeHGyprekolt morpannuoll KOMHCCHH TTPHHHMATH
PEHICHIA TIO BONpocam waswauennit u yperymuposanns criopos. I1asHoe AOCTOHACTBO ITOf
ACTH 3AKTIOHACTCS B TOM, WTO B Hell MOAUEPKHBACTCA: Kajaxckue BAMATETbHBIC THIa He GhUTH

OCCITOMOTITHBIMH JKepTBaMH 00CTOSATEIBCTB.

TpeTsst wacTs comepxuT nansHetmyi; AHAJTH3 B3aHMOOTHOILICHHH MEXKIY pa3/IMIHBIMH YPOBHAMH
YUPABICHHSA, NIPH 3TOM 0c060e BHHMAHHE YACHSACTCH HMX M3MCHSABINHUMCH OTHOIICHHAM C
Operbyprexoit norpanynoi KOMHCCHEH. 3niech XKanna [lrocembex BBIABHIACT MPEANIONIOKEHHE,
HTO YCHJICHHC COTpYHHYECTBA CBHJICTCIIBCTBYET O MOCTEICHHOM TPHHATHH HavdaJbHHKAMH
JAUCTAHIHH M MECTHOCTE] CHCTCMBI, YCTAHOBJICHHON B pE3yJbTaTe YCTAHOBJICHHS POCCHUCKOH
BIACTH ¥ CYBCPEHHTETA HA JIAHHOMN TCPPUTOPHH, ‘

Ha ocHoBaHMH ykaszanubIx 0COOCHHOCTEl IuccepTalmy, a TAKKe ¢ YIETOM H3JIOKEHHOTO HUKE,
0Z0OPSIIO IAHHYIO JIMCCEPTAIIIO H PEKOMEH/IYIO e K 3aIITiTe.

JlokTop bearpuue [Tenaru /TIOANUCH UMeEeTCs1/
Crapmmii lipenoaasaresis mo ucropuu Pocenn u Espazun
PykoBouTess MaruCcTepcKoOM InporpaMmbl (o4Hast popma oOyueHus ), IUPEKTOP MarucTepCKO

IIPOrpaMMmBeI 110 HCTOPDHH



