ABSTRACT

of the dissertation submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
in the educational programme 8D01720 — “Russian language and literature”
Mariya Valeryevna Valova
""Linguocultural Commentary as a Method of Mastering Cultural Concepts"

Dissertation Topic: Thesis topic: Linguistic and cultural commentary as a method
of mastering cultural concepts

Aim of the study: to develop and provide a theoretical basis for a linguistic-
methodological system for the acquisition of cultural concepts, based on the
integration of linguistic-cultural, linguistic-conceptual and cultural studies
approaches, and implemented through the author’s model of linguistic-cultural
commentary.

Research objectives:

1) to analyse the theoretical foundations of the acquisition of cultural concepts in
linguistic and pedagogical literature and to establish the theoretical and pedagogical
basis for the study;

2) to reveal the essence and didactic potential of the linguocultural commentary as a
tool for mastering cultural meanings and, on this basis, to justify its implementation
in the form of an author’s model;

3) to identify the conditions for the acquisition of concepts and to develop a
linguistic-methodological system integrating linguistic-cultural, linguistic-
conceptual and cultural studies approaches;

4) to design an author’s model of the linguocultural commentary based on the
hermeneutic cycle, and to create a system of tasks for its implementation;

5) to develop criteria for assessing the levels of competence development, to test the
methodology, and to analyse the dynamics of students’ skill development.
Research methods:

— general scientific methods: analysis and synthesis of the scientific literature,
theoretical analysis of regulatory documents, systemic and classificatory
approaches, observation;

— linguistic methods: descriptive, conceptual and component analysis, linguocultural
interpretation, contextual and comparative analysis, work with lexicographical
sources;

—methods of analysing pupils’ speech activity, aimed at diagnosing the development
of discursive competence;

— pedagogical methods: questionnaires, pedagogical experiments (diagnostic and
formative stages), methods of pedagogical diagnosis;

— methods of quantitative and statistical data processing, ensuring the reliability of
the research results.

Object of the research: The process of acquisition cultural concepts in Russian
language lessons.



Subject of the Research: Linguocultural commentary as a method for the
acquisition of cultural concepts by students.

Key Provisions for the Defense:

1. Cultural concepts, which accumulate conceptual, figurative, and value-based
meanings, serve as the fundamental units in the formation of students' linguistic
worldview. Their effective acquisition is ensured by systematic pedagogical support
aimed at identifying the national-cultural specificity of the language and integrating
it into speech activities.

2. The author's model of linguocultural commentary is a systematic algorithm of
educational and interpretative activity that implements the hermeneutic spiral of
"understanding — interpretation — application." This model ensures the stage-by-
stage reconstruction of the concept's structure and the creation of a personally
significant commentary-text.

3. The linguo-methodological system for concept acquisition is implemented as a
five-stage process integrating diagnostics, analytical decomposition of conceptual
levels, methodological processing, productive application, and reflection. This
sequence ensures the progressive development of discursive competence and the
ability to adapt cultural meanings to genre norms.

4. The author's model of linguocultural commentary is implemented through a
complex of tasks based on working with precedent texts and cultural codes. This
complex ensures a synthesis of semantic analysis and creative reflection, facilitating
the acquisition of conceptual content and forming the ability to substantiate
conclusions based on cultural and historical contexts.

5. The system of criteria and indicators, integrated with Bloom’s Taxonomy and
Celce-Murcia’s components, Serves as an objective tool for learning quality
management. It allows for the tracking of the transition dynamics from a
reproductive level to productive mastery of linguocultural content within the context
of mainstream secondary education.

Description of the Main Research Results

In accordance with the research objectives, the following results were obtained:

1. It was established that cultural concepts play a key role in shaping students’
linguistic worldview and contribute to the development of skills for understanding
and interpreting cultural meanings.

2. Linguocultural commentary was proven to be an effective tool for acquiring
cultural meanings, fostering skills in analysis, interpretation, argumentation, and
cultural reflection,

3. The linguo-methodological system of cultural concept acquisition was shown to
promote the development of students’ discursive competence.

4. The effectiveness of the developed didactic materials, based on precedent texts
and cultural codes, was confirmed in developing interpretative, argumentative, and
creative skills.

5. The effectiveness of the assessment system, based on Bloom’s Taxonomy and the
Celce-Murcia model, was demonstrated, providing comprehensive evaluation of
students’ linguocultural competence.



Substantiation of the Novelty and Significance of the Research Results

1. An original methodological model for teaching cultural concepts in Russian
language classes, integrating linguocultural, cognitive, and discursive approaches,
has been developed and scientifically substantiated.

2. A three-level structure of cultural concept acquisition (integrative, literary, and
research levels) has been proposed. Its practical implementation is reflected in the
teaching aid From Concept to Text, designed to facilitate cultural concept acquisition
and the development of discursive competence. The manual has been successfully
tested and implemented in educational practice.

3. A set of methodological conditions promoting the development of discursive
competence through work with cultural concepts has been identified.

4. A validated system of criteria and indicators for assessing the level of cultural
concept acquisition has been developed, integrating the Celce-Murcia model and
Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Alignment with Research Development Trends and State Programs

The dissertation research on the acquisition of cultural concepts and the
development of students’ discursive competence aligns with the priority directions
of educational development in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The study is aimed at promoting functional literacy, improving language
education, and implementing a competency-based approach. The proposed model of
cultural concept acquisition integrates semantic analysis, cultural reflection, and
genre-stylistic text organization, meeting the requirements of contemporary
educational standards.

The research contributes to the development of a value-oriented learner
capable of understanding and interpreting cultural meanings in speech activity. It is
consistent with current trends in linguoculturology, cognitive linguistics, and
language pedagogy.

The findings also correspond to the educational priorities of UNESCO and the
OECD, which emphasize the development of communicative, interpretative, and
intercultural competences as key twenty-first-century skills.

Thus, the dissertation contributes to improving the quality of language education and
fostering culturally and discursively competent learners.
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The publications related to the dissertation reflect the main provisions and
results of the research.

In the article “Linguocultural Commentary as an Interpretation of a Cultural
Concept”, the applicant developed and theoretically substantiated a model of
linguocultural commentary as an algorithm for interpreting cultural concepts.

A number of publications systematize approaches to the study of cultural
concepts, substantiate the methodological effectiveness of linguocultural
commentary, and define the theoretical and methodological foundations for its
application in education.

The applicant is the author of the research concept, the developer of the
linguocultural commentary model, and the author of the theoretical framework. The
applicant also carried out the collection, analysis, and interpretation of empirical
data. In co-authored publications, the applicant was responsible for the conceptual
and analytical components of the research.
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