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I've reviewed Martin Kanyika's three major publications: 

1. "User Perspectives on Library Digitization and Its Impact on Research Capabilities" 
2. "Digital Literacy Competencies Among Students in Higher Learning Institutions in 

Kazakhstan" 
3. "Adapting to New Technologies: A Systematic Literature Review of Blockchain 

Implementation in Academic Libraries" 

These works represent a substantial contribution to the field of Library and Information 
Science during a period of rapid technological transformation. What distinguishes Kanyika's 
research is not just its topical relevance, but also its methodological depth and cross-cultural 
applications that position his findings at the forefront of contemporary library science 
scholarship. 

Kanyika's investigation of user perspectives on library digitization reveals a nuanced 
picture - while users generally appreciate the convenience of digital resources, they struggle 
with very real barriers including licensing restrictions and information overload. What 
impressed me most was his identification of the paradox at play: digitization simultaneously 
solves access problems while creating new navigation challenges for users. This contradiction 
represents one of the central tensions in modern librarianship, and Kanyika's empirical 
documentation of this phenomenon provides valuable evidence that can inform both theoretical 
frameworks and practical implementations of digital library services across diverse 
institutional contexts. 

 
His examination of digital literacy among Kazakhstani students breaks new ground by 

highlighting the gap between students' casual digital fluency and their academic research 
capabilities. This distinction is crucial and often overlooked in similar studies. The finding that 
students can masterfully use social media while struggling with scholarly databases reflects 
what many of us observe in American universities but rarely quantify so effectively. By 
identifying these specific competency gaps, Kanyika's work enables academic libraries to 



develop more targeted digital literacy interventions that address actual skill deficiencies rather 
than implementing generic training programs that may miss the mark. His research in this area 
has particularly significant implications for instruction librarians and information literacy 
curriculum development. 

 
Perhaps most forward-looking is Kanyika's systematic review of blockchain applications 

in academic libraries. While blockchain has received considerable attention in financial 
contexts, its potential for transforming library operations remains underexplored. His analysis 
of how this technology could revolutionize interlibrary loans and digital rights management 
shows genuine vision. The SALSA framework application demonstrates methodological 
sophistication that strengthens his conclusions and provides a roadmap for future empirical 
investigations in this emerging area. By synthesizing existing literature through this structured 
approach, Kanyika has effectively created a foundation for what will likely become an 
increasingly important area of library technology research in the coming decade. 

 
What sets Kanyika's research apart is its practical applicability across diverse contexts. His 

recommendations aren't merely theoretical but provide actionable roadmaps for libraries 
navigating digital transformation. The cross-cultural dimensions of his publications offer 
insights that transcend geographical boundaries and contribute to our understanding of digital 
library implementation in both resource-rich and resource-constrained environments. This 
global perspective is increasingly essential as academic libraries worldwide face similar 
technological challenges despite operating in very different economic and cultural contexts. 

 
Based on the intellectual merit, methodological rigor, and practical significance of these 

publications, I strongly endorse Kanyika's scholarly contribution as meeting the high standards 
expected for doctoral research in our field. His work not only advances our theoretical 
understanding of digital transformation in libraries but also provides concrete guidance for 
practitioners seeking to enhance their digital services and navigate the complex technological 
landscape of contemporary academic librarianship. 
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