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The Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
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Kazakhstan.

To Whom it May Concern

[ am writing in my capacity as the external member of Miras Abdrahim’s doctoral thesis
committee to express my support for his thesis defence. His thesis, on Kazakh officials in the

Russian colonial service in Semirech’e from the 1860s to 1917, makes a major original
contribution to scholarship. It has long been understood that the Russian military
administration of Turkestan and the steppe depended largely on intermediaries recruited
from the local (or 'native’) population. Russian officials were very few, often poorly-versed
in local languages, and with very limited understanding of Central Asian culture, religion and
society, particularly in the early years. This ‘native administration’ features largely in
contemporary Russian sources and subsequent scholarship, but usually in quite a
caricatured form - the scheming, corrupt volostnoi became a staple of Soviet literature and
film in the post-revolutionary period, building on a widespread Russian perception that
these men were invariably bribe-takers and abusers of their power. There is a more complex
and interesting story to be told - one that certainly includes a fair degree of corruption (or
what the Russians perceived as corruption, but was sometimes a form of subversion of
colonial rule) but also of the preservation and transformation of pre-colonial hierarchies of
power, the intersection of the politics of lineage and descent with those of office, and of

cultural interaction between the Russophone and Kazakh spheres. It is this story which
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Miras Abdrahim brings out very ably in his thesis. Through extensive archival research in
Almaty and Tashkent he explores the social background of those who became volostnye

upraviteli, aul'nye starshiny and biis, the political and familial contests which could be seen in
the local elections to these posts, the function they played in the administration, and the role
of other institutions such as the so-called Russko-tuzemnye shkoly in producing cadres who
could fulfil these roles. His careful attention to individual biographies is exemplary, and
allows a first attempt at a prosopography of volostnye upraviteli and some understanding of
the lineage and family networks that bound them together. His work is fully engaged with

the most important recent scholarship in this area by Professors Gulmira Sultangalieva,
Tenlik Dalayeva and Saule Uderbaeva through their Kazakhskoe Chinovnichestvo project, to

which this thesis represents a substantial further contribution. It is also very well-rooted in

the wider literature on intermediary (or ‘collaborator’) groups and the role they play in

Empire, first identified in the classic work of Ronald Robinson. This comparative aspect is

particularly praiseworthy, and shows that Abdrahim has paid attention to parallel cases of

imperialism elsewhere in Asia and in Africa.

[ hope to write a fuller report on the thesis soon, but I hope that this letter will be

taken as indicative of my support for Miras Abdrahim'’s thesis defence.

Yours faithfully,

AC (D

Alexander Morrison

Fellow & Tutor in History
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Kasaxckuit HaunonanpHpIii YHHUBEPCUTET UMEeHH alib-Papabu
Kasaxcran, 050040, . AJIMaThl, TpocnekT anb-Papadu,7|

/1st npeabsiBaenns nmo Mecry TpeOOBaHUsI

7l MUy BaM B KauecTBe BHEWIHENO 4jeHA KOMHCCHMHU I10 3alUTEe JOKTOPCKOM
aucceprauu Mupaca Abpaxuma, 4ToObI BBIPA3UTh CBOIO IMOAAEPIKKY B 3allUTE
€ro Jmccepraumu. Ero nucceprauus, nocsimenHas ka3aXckuM YMHOBHHKAM Ha
POCCHHCKOH KOJIOHHAIBHOM CITy)6e B Cemupeuse ¢ 1860-x o 1917 rompl, siBisieTcs
KPYITHBIM OpHIHHAJIBHBIM BKJIaJIOM B HayKy. J[aBHO 6bUI0 MOHSTHO, YTO POCCHIiCKas
BOCHHAA a/IMHHUCTpauus TypkecTaHa U CTeNH B 3HAYMTENILHOM CTENEHH 3aBUCea

OT IOCPEIHHKOB, HAOpaHHBIX M3 MECTHOro (HiH "Ty3eMHOro") HaceJeHHs.
POCCHHCKHX YHHOBHHKOB GbLIO OYEHb MaJlo, OHH YacTO MUIOXO BIALENH MECTHBIMH

ASBIKAMH M MMEJIH OYCHb OIPaHMYEHHOE IIPE/ICTaBIEHHE O KyJIbTYpe, PElUruy |
obmectBe LleHTpanbHONW A3uH, 0COGEHHO B MEPBBIE TOAbI. JTa '"MeCTHas
aJIMUHUCTpAllMA" (UIYpUPYeT B OCHOBHOM B COBPEMEHHBIX POCCHMCKHX
HCTOYHHKAaX M TOCICAYIOUMX HCCIIENO0BAHUAX, HO, KaK MNPaBHJIO, B JOBOJBHO
KapuKaTypHOM BH/I€ — KOBapHbIE, KOPPYMITUPOBAHHBIE BOJIOCTHBIE CTATH [VIaBHBIMH
FepOsIMH  COBETCKOM JIMTEpAaTypbl W KHHO B IOCIEPEBOMIOLMOHHBIH TEPHO,
OIMpasCh Ha IIMPOKO pacnpocTpaHeHHoe B Poccun npepcrasieHue o ToM, 94To 3TH
JIFOZIM HEM3MEHHO Opajii B3SITKU M 3JI0YIOTPEOJISUIA CBOUM MOIOXKEHHEM. MOXKHO
pacckasath 0ojiee CIOXKHYI0O M HHTEPECHYI0 HCTOPHIO, KOTOpas, Oe3yCIOBHO,
BKJIIOYAET B Ce0sl 3HAYMTEJIbHYIO CTENeHb KOPPYMUHH (WM TOrO, YTO PYCCKUE
BOCIIDUHUMAJIA  KaK KOppYNIHIO, HO HHoraa Obuto QopMmoi  mojphisa
KOJIOHHAJIbHOIO  IpaBJIeHUs), a TakkKe COXpaHeHHEe U  TpaHCHOPMALHIO
JIOKOJIOHHAJIBHBIX HMEpapXUd BJIACTH, II€pEeCEYeHHE IIOJIUTUKH, CBS3aHHYIO C
[MPOMCXOKIAEHUEM M JOJDKHOCTHBIMU OOS3aHHOCTSMHM, a TakKXe KYJIBTYpHOE
B3aMMOJICHCTBUE MEXAY PYCCKOSI3bIYHOM M Ka3zaxckoil cdepamu. MIMeHHO 3Ty

ucropuro Mupac Abapaxum O4eHb YMEJIO U3JIaraeT B CBOEH JAUCCEPTaLUH.
biiarogapst 001MpHEIM apXHUBHBIM UCCIIEAOBAHUAM B AJIMaThl U TalukeHTe OH

HCCIIEAYeT COLMAIbHOE ITPOUCX0KIEHHUE TEX, KTO CTaJl BOJIOCTHBIMH YIIPABHTEIISIMH,
ayJIbHBIMH CTapIIMHAMM U OMSMH, NOJIMTHYECKYIO U CeMEiHYI0 00pb0y, KOTOpYIO
MOXHO ObUIO HaOMIOAATh Ha MECTHBIX BhIOOpax Ha 3TU JOJDKHOCTH, (YHKIHH,
KOTOpBbIE OHW MI'pajid B aIMUHUCTPALIMH, U POJIb IPYTMX HHCTUTYTOB, TAKHX KaK TaK
Ha3bIBaEMbI€ PYCCKO-TY3€MHbI€ 1LIKOJIbl, B IIOArOTOBKE KaJpOB, KOTOPLIE MOIIIH OBl
BBITOJIHATE 3TH (hyHKIMU. Ero npucraipHoe BHUMaHHE K OHOrpausiM OTAeIbHbIX

JOJIel siBNIseTCs 0Opa3lOBbIM U MO3BOJSET ClIe/IaTh MEPBYIO MOMBITKY COCTABHTH




