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This review pertains to the dissertation of Zhambulatov Kairat Abaevich, titled "Culture of
the Population of Western Kazakhstan in the 2nd-4th Centuries AD (Based on the Materials of
Burial Monuments)," submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in the specialty
6D020800-Archaeology and Ethnology, and evaluated by foreign consultant Ph.D., Professor
Frachetti Michael David.

Zhambulatov K.A.'s dissertation addresses the burial monuments of the late Sarmatian
period, exploring a comprehensive array of features pertinent to the populations inhabiting the
Western Kazakhstan steppes during the 2nd to 4th centuries AD. The investigation encompasses
the burial objects themselves, primarily composed of burial mounds, as well as cult and burial
structures and material culture artifacts. This allows for a holistic examination of the existing
material evidence from that era. The significance of this study is well established, as there has
been a pressing need within Kazakhstani archaeology to synthesize the extensive yet disparate
data pertaining to monuments from the late Sarmatian period, accrued through intensive
excavations over the past fifty years. The dissertation incorporates over three hundred objects,
which constitute a representative sample for statistical analysis. Notably, this work succeeds in
fully integrating all available monuments from the Ustyurt plateau for the first time, thereby
facilitating connections between this region and the Southern Urals and enhancing the
understanding of the ethno-cultural and economic dynamics between these areas.

The object, subject, aims, and objectives of the study are clearly articulated and raise no
fundamental objections. The integrated approach, combined with a systematic analysis of the
material, fosters a comprehensive perspective of the population and the region overall. A notable
strength of the dissertation is the examination of all materials through the lens of local-territorial
regions, which are identified based on the characteristics of natural landscapes and
archaeological monuments, while correlating these elements with one another.

The structure of the dissertation is coherent and justified, aligning with the stated topic.
The source material adequately supports the research objectives. The author outlines these in
the introduction, three chapters, conclusion, and appendices. The first chapter examines the
physical and geographical conditions of the West Kazakhstan region and provides a
historiographical overview, where the key theoretical developments regarding late Sarmatian
issues are thoroughly analyzed. The second chapter describes the burial rites associated with the
identified local regions and offers a generalized analysis of the material, identifying significant
diagnostic markers. A separate discussion on unique cult and burial structures characteristic of
steppe monuments is also provided. The third chapter conducts a categorical analysis of the
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material complex, where each artifact is assessed individually, highlighting both morphological
and typological attributes. This analysis draws from a wide array of literature and object analogies
and incorporates natural science results for dating the complexes. The conclusions presented are
well-founded and substantiated, with chronological positions of the monuments elucidated and
the interactions of the late Sarmatian populace with neighboring regions examined.

In conclusion, the dissertation reflects meticulous processing of the presented material,
and the conclusions align with contemporary methodological standards. The primary objective
was successfully achieved, althoughit is noted that some theoretical aspects were not empirically
validated. Overall, Zhambulatov Kairat Abaevich's dissertation "Culture of the Population of
Western Kazakhstan in the 2nd-4th Centuries AD (Based on Burial Monuments)" constitutes an
independent and pertinent investigation that adheres to the rigorous criteria for PhD
dissertations, warranting the recommendation for the conferral of the academic degree of
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in the specialty 6D020800-Archaeology and Ethnology.

OT3bIB

3apybexHoro koHcynbTaHTa Ph.D., npodeccopa Ppavertn Malikna [aBnaa Ha
ancceptauumio *ambynaTtoBa Kalipata Abaesuua
Ha Temy «KynbTypa HaceneHusa 3anagHoro KasaxctaHa Bo |-V BB. H.3. (Mo maTepuanam
norpebanbHbIX NAMATHUKOB)» NPeACTaBAEHHON Ha COMCKaHMe CTeneHn JoKTopa dpunocodpumn
(PhD) no cneuuyanbHocTH
6D020800-Apxeonorna n aTHonoruaA

OnccepTaumnoHHaa pabota Mambynatosa K.A., nocssAweHHana npobaeme norpebasnbHbIX
MaMATHMKOB MO34HECAPMATCKOro BPEMEHW, PAacCMATPUBAET LEeNbld CMeKTp 0cobeHHocTew,
CBA3AHHbIX C Hace/NeHMeM MPOMKMBABLLUMX B 3amaAHOKa3axCTaHCKMX crtensx Bo |-V BB. H.3. B
nepByto ouepeab, 3To caMu norpebanbHble 06bEKTLI, NPEeACTaBAEeHHbIE KyPraHHbIMU HACbINAMM,
COCTaB/IAIOLLME OCHOBY MCCNEAO0BAHWUA, A TaKKe Ky/bTOBO-NnorpebasbHble COOPYXKEHUs WU
npegmeTbl MaTepuanbHOW KynbTypbl, YTO MO3BOUIAO OUCCEPTAHTY KOMMIEKCHO MOAOWTU K
OXBaTy BCEX MMEIOLLMXCA MATEePUaIbHbIX CBUAETENLCTB TOTO BPEMEHM.

AKTYyanbHOCTb MCCNEeA0BAaHUS He BbI3bIBA€T COMHEHMWA, TaK KaK OABHO B Ka3axCTAHCKOW
apxeoniorMM Haspena HeobxoAMMOCTb 0606WeHNA MHOFOYUCNEHHOTO WM Pa3pPO3HEHHOro
MmaTtepuana no namATHMKAM MO34AHECapMaTCKOro BPEMEHM, MOJly4EHHbIX B pe3ynbTaTte
MHTEHCMBHbIX PACKOMOK B MocnegHue noJs Beka. Bcero B gucceprauum yuteHo 6onee Tpexcor
06 bEKTOB, COCTAaBMBLUMX BECbMA PENPE3EHTATUBHYIO BbIDOPKY MPU OTPAXKEHUM CTAaTUCTUYECKUX
pacyeToB. lNpuBneKaeT B paboTe, TO, YTO BMEepBble B NOSHOW Mepe OblNn NpuBAeYEHbI BCE
MMetoLwMecs NamMATHUKM € naaTo YCTIOPT, CNocobCcTBOBABLIME CBA3ATb 3TOT PErMoH C HOXKHbIM
Mpuypanbem u ny4ywe NPocneguTb Hag, STHO-KY/bTYPHbIMU U XO3AMCTBEHHO-3KOHOMMY €CKUMU
npou,.eccaMm NPOTEKABLLUMMWU MEXKAY HUMM.

O61beKT, npeameT, LEenM W 33agayun uccnepoBaHua cHOPMYIMPOBAHbI MOHATHO U He
BbI3bIBAIOT MPUHLMNNANBHBIX BO3PaXKeHUM. KOMMNIEKCHbIN Noaxon, B COYETAaHUN C CUCTEMHBIM
aHa/IM30M MaTepuana No3BOSUA CO34aTb LLe/IOCTHOE NPeACTaBNeHNEe O HAaCeNIEHUU U PETUOHE B
uenom. K Tomy JKe, Cloga MOXKHO OTHECTM OAHY M3 CW/IbHbIX CTOPOH AmMccepTauuun. I3To
PacCMOTpeHMe BCEro MaTepuana uepes MpuU3My JIOKAZIbHO-TEPPUTOPUANBbHBIX PErMOHOB,
BblAE/1€HHbIX Ha OCHOBE crneuMdUKN NPUPOAHO-NAHAWADTHLIX U APXEONOTNYECKMX NAMATHUKOB,
COOTHECEHHbIX APYT C APYTOM.



CtpyKTypa paboTbl norMyHa n obocHOBaHA, OTBEYAET 3aABIEHHON TeMe, @ UCTOYHMKOBAA
6a3a no3BosMNa pewmnTb NOCTaBAEHHble UccaeaoBaTeneM 3a4a4n. ABTOP PaCKpbiBAaeT UX BO
BBEAEHUMU, TPEX INaBax, 3aK/IIOYEHNUN U NPUSIOKEHUAX K AMCCEpPTaLUM.

B nepBoli rnaBe onucbiBaloTcA PU3MKO-reorpadpmyeckne ycanoBma 3anagHOKa3axCTaHCKOro
perMoHa u NPMBOAMUTCA UCTOpUOrpadumyecknin GoH nccneposaHua, rae noapobHo pasbupatoTca
OCHOBHble TeopeTMyeckne pa3paboTkmn NO3AHECAPMATCKOM NPOB6aAeMaTUKMN.

Bo BTOpoOi rnaBe Jaetca XapaKTepuUCTMKa norpebanbHoro obpsiga no BblAeNeHHbIM
JIOKaNIbHbIM PerMoHam, a TaKKe NpPoBoauTCcA 0606LWEeHHbIA aHanM3 MaTepuana C BblgeneHnem
OCHOBHbIM AMArHOCTMPYHOLWMX MapKepoB. OTAe/bHO BbIHECEHO PAaCCMOTPEHMUE YHUKAIbHbIX 1A
CTeMNHbIX NAMATHUKOB Ky/IbTOBO-MOrpebanbHbIX COOPYKEHUA.

B TpeTbelt rnaBe NpMBOANUTCA aHANIM3 BELLEBOrO KOMMIEKCA NO KaTeropuam, rae Kaxabln
npegmetr pPacCMOTpPeH NO OTAEeNbHOCTM C BblAeneHMeM KaK MOpPQPONOrMyeckmx, TaK u
TUNONOTUYECKNX OCOBeHHOCTeN. Ha OCHOBe MpMBAEYEHMA LIMPOKOTO Kpyra /uMTepaTypbl U
aHanornii NpeaMeToB, A TaKKe ONMPAACb HA eCTECTBEHHO-HAy4YHble pe3yNbTaTbl aHA/IM30B AaHbl
LATUPOBKN KOMMNAEKCOB. BbiBOAbI M3N0XKEHHbIE B 3aK/NIOYEHUN U B KOHLLE 3B, KOPPEKTHbI U
060CHOBaHbI. MpeacTaBaeHbl XPOHONOIMYECKME MO3MLMM NAMATHUKOB. [pocnekeHo passuTue
1 B3aMMOZENCTBME NO3AHECAaPMATCKOTO HaceNeHnA C COCEAHUMMU PETMOHAMM.

B KOHUE MOXHO KOHCTAaTMPOBATb, YTO BeCb MpeAcTaBAeHHbIn B paboTe maTtepuan
TwaTtenbHo 06paboTaH, a BbIBOAbI COOTBETCTBYIOT YPOBHK COBPEMEHHbIX METOAMYECKUX
noaxonos. B pesynbTate, noctaBseHHasa Uesb yCNewWwHO AOCTUIHyTa. K HegoctaTkam MOXKHO
VWb OTHECTU TO, YTO HEKOTOpPbIE TEOPETUYECKME acNeKTbl He NOATBEPANANCE HA NMPAKTUKe.

B uenom, pucceptauma ambynatoBa Kanpata AbaeBuya «KynbTypa HaceneHwus
3anagHoro KasaxctaHa Bo |lI-IVBB. H.3. (N0 maTepumanam norpebanbHbiX MNAMATHUKOB)»
NO3BONAET CAENATb 3aK/NOYEeHMe, YTO NpeacTaBAeHHas paboTa ABAAETCA CaMOCTOATENbHbIM U
aKTyaZlbHbIM MCCNef0BaHMEM OTBEYAOWMM BbICOKMM TpeboBaHuam K PhD poKTopckum
AMccepTaumam, a ero aBTop 3acNyKMBAET NPUCYKAEHUA Y4 EHON CcTeneHu AoKTopa dunocodun
PhD no cneunansHoct 6D020800-Apxeonorms u asTHONOIMA.

Dr. Michael D.Frachetti

Washington University in St. Louis,
Department of Anthropology. St. Louis,
United States, PhD Associate Professor

Sincerely,




